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COMPETITION FOR COMPOSERS 
for new choral compositions 18 January (deadline) 

 
 
 
 
 

Protokolarno-prireditvena dvorana Sv. Frančiška Asiškega, Koper 
Protocol and event hall of St. Francis of Assisi, Koper 



 
Dear choral music enthusiasts! 
 
Koper is one of the oldest Slovenian towns and it prides itself with rich architectural and cultural inheritance. Vocal 
music is especially popular in this town. A number of choirs have been placed at the top of Slovenian choral music 
for decades, regardless of the age of the singers. Some of the reasons might be the climate, the sea, the endless 
horizon, and the sun, but we certainly know that without hard work, the great choir leaders and support, such 
success would be impossible to achieve.  
 
Academic choir of University of Primorska (APZ UP) has played an important role in the last decade in shaping the 
cultural events in Primorska region by organizing quality concerts within the international choral and instrumental 
music cycle called Simfonic voices. Internationally established groups inspire many choral enthusiasts with their 
diverse programs, and at the same time encourage quality development of culture in the Primorska region and 
beyond. The idea of organizing an internationally recognizable festival, which will be devoted to the youth, was 
encouraged by the feedback of the audience, music experts, visiting choirs, and many great experiences.  
 
By organizing many diverse events within the festival, we would like to offer a high level of quality to Slovenian and 
internationals. The winners of the competition for composers will be presented, along with competitive and non-
competitive concerts and the international competition for conductors.   
 
Music is a universal language that connects and inspires people. It gives us a chance to accept diversity and at the 
same time unites people, regardless of their nationality and beliefs. With music, we express our feelings, we tell 
stories, grow, and outgrow ourselves.  
 

We firmly believe that with your participation our festival will be unforgettable! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Composer and conductor Ambrož Čopi, the artistic director of the festival 
Protocol and event hall  

of St. Francis of Assisi, Koper 
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INTERNATIONAL CHORAL CONDUCTORS COMPETITION 
 

ADDRESS OF THE COMPETITION: 
Akademsko društvo Univerze na Primorskem (ADUP), AEGIS CARMINIS 

Čevljarska ulica 27, 6000 Koper, Slovenija 
tel: +(386) 40 900 012 (mobile), fax: +(386) 5 662 62 25 

e-mail: info@aegiscarminis.si           
website: www.aegiscarminis.si 

 
ORGANIZERS OF THE FESTIVAL: 

Akademsko društvo Univerze na Primorskem (ADUP): 
Organizing and artistic council of the festival 

 
 

SUPPORTERS OF THE FESTIVAL: 
Student organization of University of Primorska (ŠOUP), University of Primorska (UP), Tarsia consort,  

Municipality of Koper (MOK), Public fund for cultural activities of RS (JSKD RS), Slovenian Philharmonic Hall, 
Academy for music Ljubljana, Conservatory for music and ballet Ljubljana (KGBL), Music school Koper. 

 
 
 

IMPORTANT DATES: 
 
Application deadline:  

Friday, 14 January 2019 – online application and application material 
Friday, 18 January 2019 – announcement of accepted applications 
 

Fee payment deadline: 
Accepted participants will receive a preliminary assessment of cost by 25 January. The payment 
must be transferred no later than 31 Januar 2019 to the following account:  
IBAN SI56 6100 0001 6550 875 (Delavska hranilnica d.d. Ljubljana) 

Scores: 
 

All the scores will be free of charge for participants. You will get them as soon as you pay the 
participation fee. Parts of the scores will be published on our website in December to get an idea 
about the program. For Slovenian compositions you can write in advance to 
conductors@aegiscarminis.si.   

 
 
The place of the event: 

 
Protocol and event hall of St. Francis of Assisi, Koper 
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CATEGORY - A / Choral conductors 
 

Thursday, March 14th 2019   
 
8:00 p.m. Arrival, registration. 
10:00 a.m. I. Elimination round (Academy of Music Ljubljana female choir). 
1:00 p.m. Announcement of competitors for Semi-finals. Pieces draw for Semi-finals. 
 
4:00 p.m. II. Semi-finals (Music school Koper girls’ choir). 
8:00 p.m. Announcement of competitors for finals. Pieces draw for finals. 

 
 

Friday, March 15th 2019   
 
4:00 p.m.   III. Finals / part 1 - Rehearsal with KGBL Chamber Choir. 
7:00 p.m.        part 2 – Public concert. 

 
 

9:00 p.m. PRIZE GIVING CEREMONY for both categories 
 
 
 
Category - B / Children choir conductors 
 

Friday, March 15th 2019   
 
8:00 p.m.  Arrival, registration. 
9:30 p.m. Pieces draw for competition. 
11:00 a.m.   Competition-rehearsal with Music school Koper children choir. 

 
 
 
 

 

 
*The organizer holds the right to make changes in the schedule according to the number of participants in each 
category. The other participants will be informed of any changes in time. 
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STRUCTURE OF THE CHORAL CONDUCTORS COMPETITION IN BRIEF: 



THE RULES OF THE COMPETITION: 
 

I. APPLICATION 

 
1. PARTICIPATION 
The competition is open for choral conductors born after February 1979. Conductors can apply for one or both 
categories. 
 
Competition is organised in two categories: 
Category - A / Choral conductors (3 rounds),  
Category - B / Children choir conductors (1 round).  
 
Official language of the competition is English and Slovene. (Official translator from English to Slovene will be 
provided by organizers for Category B - Children choir conductors). 
 
Competition is open to a public audience (except the afternoon rehearsal with the choir for the final concert).  
Competitors can not attend the round in the hall if competing. 
 
2. APPLICATION MATERIALS 
Deadline for application: January 14th 2019. 
 
Required documents: 

By email (conductors@aegiscarminis.si): 
- CV (biography) 
- An interesting picture in high resolution  

By post or Wetransfer to conductors@aegiscarminis.si:  
- A DVD of a concert and a rehearsal - the choir conducted by the competitor. The conductor has to be  
  clearly seen, not only from far away. The recording should be at least 15 minutes long. Recording day  
  may not be prior to March 14th 2018.  
- Recommendation letter of a conducting professor or a reputable choral expert or the national  
  choral organisation in your country 

 

II. PROGRAMS 

 

CATEGORY - B / CHILDREN CHOIR CONDUCTORS (one round) 

Friday, 14. 3. 2019 at 11:00 a.m.  
 

Compulsory piece:  
Béla Bartók (1881 – 1945):  
MADÁRDAL (folk song) for SSA Ed. Musica Budapest 

 
Composition for rehearsal: 
Marij Kogoj (1892–1956):  
V GOZDU (Karel Širok) for S 
RAJANJE (FrancE Bevk) for SA 
DEČEK IN SINIČKA (Karel Širok) for SA 
iz zbirkre OTROŠKE PESMI, Ed. Zveza slovanskih učiteljskih društev v Italiji, Trst 1924 

 
Tine Bec (1993):  
MISSA PRO IUVENTUTE version for SAA and piano – 2018, Ed. Astrum 
- KYRIE (Ordinary of mass) 
 
Andrej Makor (1987):  
O LUX BEATA TRINITAS (Saint Ambrosius) version for SAA and piano - 2018- 2018, Ed. Astrum  
 
Ambrož Čopi (1973):  
ALLELUIA. LAUDATE DOMINUM, OMNES GENTES (Psalm 116: 1) version for SAA and piano - 2018, Ed. Astrum  
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CATEGORY - A / CHORAL CONDUCTORS (three rounds) 

 

I. ELIMINATION ROUND  

Thursday, 14. 3. 2019 at 11:00 a.m. 
 

Rehearsal with Academy of music Ljubljana female choir (conductor Marko Vatovec) 
Max. 8 participants 
 
Each participant conducts the compulsory piece (no rehearsing) and rehearses for 12 minutes the 
composition for rehearsal.  
 
List of compositions: 
 

Compulsory piece:  
Lojze Lebič (1934): ČRNI MOŽIČEK for SSA a cappella, Ed. Zavod Republike Slovenije za šolstvo 

 
Composition for rehearsal: 
Jakob Jež (1928): 
AD ASTRA (from Latin sayings) for SSAA a cappela, Ed. JSKD RS 
 

ll. SEMI-FINALS 

Thursday, 14. 3. 2019 at 4:00 p.m. 
 

Rehearsal with Music school Koper girls’ choir (conductor Maja Cilenšek) 
Max. 5 participants 
 
Each participant conducts the compulsory composition (no rehearsing) and rehearses for 20 minutes two of 
six compositions drawn.  
 
List of compositions: 
 

Compulsory piece:  
Pavle Merkù (1927–2014):  
KOPRIVE (Tone Kuntner) for SSAA a cappella, Ed. JSKD RS 

 
Compositions drawn by lot: 
Krzysztof Penderecki (1933):  
BENEDICTUS for SSAA a cappella, Ed. Schott Music  
 
Lojze Lebič (1934):  
ČAS (Jakob Šešerko) for SSAA a cappella, Ed. JSKD RS 
 
*** 

Olli Kortkangas (1955):  
THREE FIORD SKATCHES (The Book of Changes) for SAA a cappella, Ed. Love Kustannus 
 
Ambrož Čopi (1973):  
TWO SACRED HYMNS for SMsA SMsA a cappella 
- SING JOYFULLY TO GOD OUR STRENGTH (Psalm 81: 1–4), Ed. Astrum 

 

 *** 

Eriks Ešenvalds (1977):  
LUX AETERNA (Communium) for SSAA a cappella, Ed. Musica Baltica 
 
Tadeja Vulc (1978):  
O SAPIENTIA (Great ‘’O’’ Antifona) for SSAA a cappella, Ed. Astrum 
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lll. FINALS 

Friday, 14. 3. 2019 at 4:00 p.m.  
 
PART 1 - Rehearsal with Chamber choir KGBL /Conservatory of music and balet Ljubljana (conductor Ambrož Čopi) 

(without jury and public) 
3 participants 
 
Each participant has 45 minutes time for rehearsal (no jury) to prepare two of six other compositions drawn. 
 
List of compositions:  
 

Compositions drawn by lot: 
Edward Elgar (1857–1934) 
TWO CHORAL SONGS op. 73 for SATB-div. 
- LOVE’S TEMPEST, No. 1 (Rosa Newmarch, adapted from Apollon Maykov) 
CPDL 
 
Matej Kastelic (1994)/Antonio Lotti (1667–1740)  

  CREDO/I BELIVE (Ordinary of mass, Matej Kastelic) for baritone solo, SATB-div a cappella - 2018 
  Ed. Astrum 

 
*** 

Francis Poulenc (1899–1963):  
SEPT CHANSONS for SATBB a cappella 
- MARIE, No. 6 (Guillaume Apollinaire) 
Ed. Durand & Cie  
 
Ambrož Čopi (1973) 

 HE WISHES FOR THE CLOTHS OF HEAVEN (William Butler Yeats) for baritone solo, SATB SATB a cappella - 2015 
Ed. Astrum 

 
*** 

Ildebrando Pizzetti (1880–1968):  
TRE COMPOSIZIONI CORALI for SATBB a cappella 
- CADE LA SERA, No. 1 (Gabriele D’Annunzio)  
Ed. Suvini Zerboni 
 
Lojze Lebič (1934) 
UROK / SPELL (folklore text) - 2018 (veriant for mixed choir) 
Manuscript 

 
 
 
 

Friday, 14. 3. 2019 at 7 p.m.  
 

PART 2 - Public concert with the same choir  
Each participant performs three compositions, rehearsed in the afternoon with Chamber choir KGBL. 
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III. AWARDS AND PLAQUETTES, DIPLOMAS 

 
DIPLOMAS: 

All the participants will receive a diploma of participation.  
In A category special diplomas for participation in Semi-finals and Finals will be also given. 
 

AWARDS: 
 

CATEGORY - A / CHORAL CONDUCTORS 

 

1. PLACE  1.000,00 €, the festival plaque  

and two concerts (Ljubljana and Koper) with SLOVENE PHILHARMONIC CHOIR.  

 
2. PLACE  the festival plaque  

and accommodation and participation at masterclass for choral conductors in Slovenia. 
 
3. PLACE  the festival plaque  

and scores from Astrum Music Publications in value of 150 €. 
 
 

CATEGORY (special) - B / CHILDREN CHOIR CONDUCTORS 

 

1. PLACE  600,00 €, the festival plaque  

and concert with Academy of music female choir. 

 
2. PLACE  the festival plaque  

and accomodation and participation at IYCF BASEL (Switzerland). 
 
3. PLACE  the festival plaque 

and scores from Public fund for cultural activities of RS (JSKD RS) in value of 150 €. 
 
In case there is a number of conductors that achieve the same number of points, the monetary prize will be equally 
distributed among them. 

 
OTHER SPECIAL PRIZES:  
 
The jury can award: 

- a special prize to the most perspective young conductor (born after February 1992) of the competition  
  in A and B category. 
- a special prize for well-thought-out pedagogic approach with the choir (B category - children choir    
  conductors), 
- a special prize for the most inspiring conductor, 
 
- a special prize the best performance of a piece composed in 1900–1945 (A category - Finals), 
- a special prize to a foreign conductor for the best performance of a Slovenian piece (A category - Finals),  

 
By prepositions of the jury, additional prizes may be awarded. 

 
THE PRIZE OF THE AUDIENCE  
for the most charismatic choral conductor at the Final concert of the 1st international choral conductors 
competition ''Aegis carminis'' 2019, chosen by the audience (practical prize). 
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IV. JURY, MARKS 

 
1. MEMBERS OF THE JURY  
The jury will consist of 5 esteemed members, choral music experts from Slovenia and from abroad.  
 
2. THE WORK OF THE JURY  
Every member of the jury will score the choir with a numerical estimate up to 100.  
Taken into account when evaluating:  
a) the manual technic of the conductor,  
b) concept of the rehearsal with the choir, 
c) interpretation,   
d) contact with the choir. 
 
3. THE DECLARATIONS OF THE RESULTS 
The names of the participants will be announced one hour after the end of each round in A category. The results of 
the competition will be publicly announced after the final concert of the competition.  
 
The decisions of the jury are final. Appeals are not possible.  
Each conductor will also receive a written opinion of the performance, from each member of the jury.  

 
 

V. FINANCIAL OBLIGATIONS 

 
1. APPLICATION FEE 
25 EUR (non-refundable), to be paid upon the application (when we receive your application, we will send you the 
documents needed to pay the application fee). 
 
2. ACCOMMODATION AND FOOD COSTS 
Participants will have to cover the cost of the accommodation and food by themselves. Several hotels, pensions and 
hostels will be available. We will publish a list in December and we will ask you to book directly.    
 
3. TRANSPORTATION COSTS 
- Transportation costs are covered by participants themselves. 
 
4. PHOTOS, AUDIO AND VIDEO RIGHTS 
All audio and video rights belong to the organizer of the competition. The choirs receive no compensation for their 
performance, however, they receive a video and photos of their performance. 
 

VI. LEGAL METTERS 

 
1. The organizer is not responsible for any possible accidents, losses, theft and such, during the competition and the 
choirs stay in Koper.  
2. Official languages of the competition are Slovene and English. 
3. In case of a dispute the Slovenian original is valid. 
4. The course and execution of the competition is detailed in the Procedure manual of the 1st International  youth 
choral festival ''Aegis carminis'', Koper 2018, which is available with the organizer. 
5. The tender of the 1st International youth choral festival ‘‘Aegis carminis'', Koper 2019, was passed at the 1st session 
of the organization committee on 15th October 2018.  
6. The organization committee is responsible for interpreting. 
7. With the application, the conductors confirm that they accept the conditions of the competition. 
8. The organization committee holds the right to change the conditions of the competition upon unexpected 
circumstances. The organization committee must inform the participating ensembles of such changes in writing. 
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